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AOC Director Announces Pay Increase For 

Court-Appointed Counsel in Criminal Appeals  
 

San Francisco – William C. Vickrey, Administrative Director of the 
California Courts, today announced an increase of $10.00 in the hourly 
compensation rates for court-appointed counsel representing indigent 
defendants in criminal and juvenile cases appealed to the state’s six 
Courts of Appeal.  This follows a $5.00 per hour increase that was 
implemented October 1, 2005.  
Effective for appointments made on or after July 1, 2006, the hourly rates 
will increase to $80 for assisted cases, $90 for independent cases, and 
$100 for upper tier cases with convictions involving violent felonies such 
as murder and sex offenses, and for long-record cases.  
The United States and California Constitutions guarantee the right to 
counsel for all criminal defendants. The court-appointed counsel program 
is designed to meet this legal requirement for those defendants who 
cannot afford legal representation.  

The pay increase is part of a Judicial Branch initiative to ensure that there 
are adequate numbers of qualified attorneys willing to serve as court-
appointed counsel for the state Courts of Appeal.  

In fiscal year 2005-2006, the Courts of Appeal made more than 9,000 
appointments of counsel to represent indigent criminal and juvenile 
appellants.   
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